
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 The Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation's Annual One World Day 2017 

Your Project Summary: One World Day 2017 will be the 72nd consecutive celebration of the Cleveland 

Cultural Gardens. Building on our very successful centennial year in 2016, One World Day will showcase 

the ever increasing diversity of Northeast Ohio with music, dance, food and other ethnic activities. This 

free community helps promote our motto "Peace Through Mutual Understanding" through the direct 

exposure of the vast contributions to today's society of the various ethnic groups represented in the 

Gardens. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation's Annual One World Day 2017 event for 

full CAC funding. The project shows maximum public benefit in that it clearly uses its knowledge of its 

community to drive its work celebrating the contributions of all populations to the Cuyahoga County area 

within its gardens. It is certainly engaging diverse cultural professionals in order to fulfill this mission, and 

is contributing artistic and cultural vibrancy to the county by promoting cultural sharing, citizen 

interaction, and education - the goal of which is ultimately to contribute to peace and harmony. The use 

of CAC funds for a database of supporters is a worthy goal that I feel is attainable by this organization. 

More supplemental materials are needed in the application, however. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application does meet the funding criteria. It is a hybrid example of how to leverage 

national identity and gardening as a way to also honoring the places of origin. The project goal is to "bring 

broader awareness" and a measure for that is "increasing our membership list." This is a good start, but I 

think they can still make an even stronger link between the goal and measure in future applications. The 

public benefit is strong, and the narrative along with the support materials reinforces these meaningful 

connections. The organizational capacity that has been in place largely since 1916 is also strong. My one 

question is related to the budget. Why do they use a fiscal agent and what is the detail behind $35,000 in 

government funding? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The public events of One World Day are meant 

to serve the full community of residents emphasizing cultural diversity. It thus has many meaningful 

relationships and shows exceptional public benefit. The various events that take place highlighting 

different cultures are lively and creative. The naturalization service and Parade of Flags adds to the 

vibrancy of this project. Given the clear plan laid out as well as the support of many other organizations, 

capacity is present. One critique is that the stated goal is not measurable, but acts more like a mission 

statement for the project. Maybe a metric from your survey can be used to create a measurable goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes - this event, which promotes world peace within an outdoor museum or garden, has a 

broad impact on Cleveland and the many ethnicities and cultural groups that comprise the city. 

Programming celebrates leaders from diverse cultural backgrounds, including Gahndi and Mother 

Theresa, and celebrates the naturalization of 20 individuals who will become new citizens. Some 

programming is also designed to engage children. The applicant will conduct extensive fundraising in order 

to execute this event and while an extensive workplan is not provided, the applicant has produced this 

program for 72 years. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Overall, I'm not sure if this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great 

public benefit for its community, and seems to also make great use of collaboration. While this project 

only encompasses one day of activity, the applicant demonstrates a thorough grasp of its community and 

its needs. I was particularly drawn to the naturalization ceremony and the "Passport to Gardens" 

component. Both of these inspire community to think creatively, and each also demonstrates a process 

of reflection on the part of the applicant. My primary question for this proposal revolves around the use 

of CAC funds. Specifically, the applicant states that CAC funds will be used to "help grow our membership 

list and marketing tools to reach these new members. Specifically it will be used to maintain and 

constantly update our database of supporters," but none of these things are ever dealt with in the actual 

project narrative. If CAC funds are not being used for the actual project being proposed, but rather for an 

ancillary component of the project, is the request for funds valid? 

 

 

Panelist 5 


